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THE HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION CONCLUDES ITS FIFTH ANNUAL FUTURE LATINO LEADERS LAW CAMP
WASHINGTON, D.C. (July 16, 2009) — The Hispanic National Bar Foundation, Inc. (HNBF), a nonprofit organization dedicated to inspire educational achievement among Hispanics, concluded its fifth-annual Future Latino Leaders Law Camp. This free week-long program took place in Washington, D.C. from July 5 to July 12, 2009 and provided 20 high school students, with exposure to the legal profession and prominent Hispanic leaders. 
This year proved to be one of the most competitive with over 325 applications for just 20 seats in the class.  The twenty campers hailed from fourteen states and Puerto Rico.  The campers were rising high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors.   They all had an interest in learning about college, law school, and demonstrated an interest in helping their communities and building leadership skills.

The program began with a leadership workshop led by Lt. Col. (Ret.) Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch, a recipient of the Hispanic Heritage Award, and when she retired, the highest-ranking Latina in the Combat Support Field of the U.S. Army.  The campers spent the following day at Georgetown Law School where they learned about the benefits of pursuing a legal education, participated in  mock trial training, and received information about college financial aid.  
Throughout the remainder of the week, the students visited several governmental agencies and non-profits, including the Solidarity Center, the Federal Trade Commission, the Department of Justice, and the White House. With each visit, the students learned about how the law plays an important role in our society.   
At the beginning of the week, the Law Campers were assigned to teams and began preparing for  a mock trial to be held at the end of the week which is the highlight of the program.  With the assistance of practicing lawyers from sponsor law firms and corporate legal departments, the Law Campers engaged in daily rigorous preparation leading up to the Mock Trial event. The students delivered excellent performances during the Mock Trials held at the D.C. Superior Court. 
The Law Campers stayed on the campus of Georgetown University and experienced college life under the guidance of four Law Camp counselors. These counselors, all of whom are current law students, played an integral role in both supervising the students’ experiences and mentoring them along the way. “We were extremely excited to host so many talented students and proud to provide them with a unforgettable learning experience,” said Mayda Prego, HNBF President.   “With the commitment of our major sponsors like Walmart, we look forward to continue providing this Law Camp for future generations of young Latino leaders.”
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a Washington, D.C. based nonprofit organization founded in 1987. Believing that knowledge and diversity benefit everyone, the HNBF fosters educational opportunities and leadership through pipeline programs that provide Hispanic youth and adults with opportunities, role models, information, and financial support. The HNBF is dedicated to supporting full and equal opportunity in the legal profession and legal education, fostering understanding of the American legal system, and increasing opportunities for Hispanics in the legal profession.
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